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Artists focusing on large global issues

South Florida artists are uniting to raise consciousness for
social problems worldwide.
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theater, fine art and poetry at the third installment of The Groove Series. The artists will
turn the spotlight on the atrocities in the Darfur region of western Sudan.

Ortiz, who produces the show with co-founder and center co-worker Anna Teixeira, hopes
the series is the first of many to emphasize the global concerns of local arists.

“It gives art more substance than doing art just for art's sake. It's an out-of-the-box idea to
pring us from where we are to where we all say we wantto be,” Oniz said.

Teixeira said future series topics could be race relations, women's issues or
enviranmental concerns.

At arecent event on July 19, 18 artists showcased talent at the theaters Spotlight Corner
Cafe. Comfortable sofas, overstuffed chairs and walls lined floor to ceiling with art by
Kapone of West Africa created a bohemian setting.

Guests later viewed a film in the theater's auditorium that brought to light the devastating
facts of the matter: In four years since the Darfur conflict began in February 2003 between
the region’s military, rebel factions and tribal armies, more than 400,000 civilians are
dead and 2.5 million civilians forced from their homes are living in refugee camps.

FProceeds of the events are filtered to the Save Darfur Coalition through Mo Maore Tears, a
nonprofit organization founded by actress, model and journalist Somy Ali of Plantation.

Ali, a former Bollywood actress who was barn Muslim in Pakistan to Pakistani and Iraqgi
parents, started the charity to build shelters and schools for abused women and
children.

Money is raised primarily by selling T-shirts embellished with slogans and art from Ali's
=0-Me Designs company that promote religious tolerance and warld peace.

A new 3ave Darfur T-shirt was recently added to the product line.
It doesnt matter what nationality or religion we are, we all want to help victims in Darfur,”
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Wilkine Brutus.

Conscious Artist Collective -- The Groove Series begins at 7 p.m. Thursday at the
Hollywood Central Performing Arts Center, 1770 Monroe St (at U.5. 1). Tickets cost $12.

For tickets, call B66-811-411, For general information, call 305-766-2757. A ggt"‘bghn e %E;'rf;;l];";_ e
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